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DEU r. xxxiii. 29. 


Happy art Thou, O Iſrael! Who is 
like unto Thee, O People ſaved by 
the Lord, the Shield of thy Help, 
and who is the Sword of thy Ex- 
cellency] And thine Enemies ſhall 
be found Liars unto Thee, and 


Thou ſhalt tread upon their high 
Places. 


XXX HESE Words are the Concluſion 
4+ Sh * of the Bleſſing wherewith Moſes the 
IN Man of God bleſſed the Children of 
Iſrael before is Death : And I have choſe 
them for the Subject of this Diſcourſe, -be- 
cauſe I thought them very applicable to 
Ourſelves, and the preſent Situation of our 
public Affairs, as well as ſuitable to that 


happy Solemnity we have been ſo lately 


celebrating. 
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The Words of the Text card ſug- 
geſt the following Reflections. 


Firſt, In general that no Nation or Peo- 
ple can be proſperous or happy without 
the Favour of God, and the Protection of 
his good Providence, unleſs they be /aved 
by the Lord, unleſs He is the Shield of their 
Hel, and the Sword of their Excellency : 

that any Nation muſt be in the moſt 
flouriſhing Condition that enjoys this blefi- 
ed Advantage. 


Secondly, That this general Obſervation 
has been particularly verified, both in the 


Caſe of the People of Mael, and in that of 


the People of theſe Nations. 


For ſuppoſe any Nation to poſſeſs all the 
choiceſt Advantages both of Art and Na- 
ture. Let its Situation be the moſt eligible 


both for its Commerce and its Security. 


Let it enjoy the beſt-tempered Conſtitution. 
I. it be ſupported by the ſtrongeſt Al- 
liauces. In a Word, let it be as wile, as 
valiant, as powerful, and as flouriſhing, as 
you pleaſe, yet ſtill the Continuance of its 

Happineſs 
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Happineſs muſt depend upon a great Va- 

riety of Accidents which no human Policy 

can prevent, or withſtand. Thus, let a 

People be ever ſo formidable, yet they can- 

not command the Elements. The Winds 

will not blow when, and where they pleaſe 

to have them. They have no Power over 

the Clouds of Heaven, neither can they 

oblige the former, and the latter Rain to $ 
come down in their Seaſon. Whether the | 
Earth be barren, or fruitful, or the Air 
they breathe wholeſome, or infected, are 
Points which are not ſubje& to their Ju- 
riſdiction, nor controllable by their Au- 
thority. And as to thoſe who are the pro- 
per Objects of their Power, though they 
may in ſome Degree reſtrain the exter- 
nal and viſible Actions of Men, yet they 
can take but little Hold of their ſecret 
Thoughts, and Diſpoſitions. They cannot 
prevent the ſudden Effects of a wild and 
popular Fury, neither can they be always 
on their Guard againſt the Treachery and 
enraged Malice of Particulars; againſt the 
þ dark and covered Workings of the Traytor, 
| or the inſtantaneous Stab of the Aſſaſſin. 
N But ſuppoſing a Government has no Ene- 
Y mies 
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mies -but ſuch as are declared ,and open 
ones, and that it meets its Adverſary in a 
fair Field, yet neither the Number, nor 
the well-tried Courage of its Troops can 
always aſſure it Succeſs. A Panic may 
ſeize the Soldiers. Orders may be miſ- 
taken, and a multitude of unexpected In- 
cidents may ariſe during the Confuſion of 
a Battle, which may defeat the beſt-con- 
certed Plan of the moſt experienced Gene- 
ral. Hiſtory, both ancient and modern, 
will furniſh us with Inſtances enough of 
this Kind. In ſhort, as long as any Na- 
tion is liable to the Ravages of Storms and 1 
Tempeſts, and the Deſolations of Famines, | 
Peſtilences and Earthquakes, as long as it 
is expoſed to the Giddineſs of an unthink- 
ing Multitude, to the perverſe Humours of 
fickle Men, and to the helliſh Malice of 
artful and inveterate Enemies ; or, as long 
as there are any ſuch Things as unfore- 
ſeen Accidents, ſo long muſt the Happi- 
neſs of any People be in a moſt precarious 
Condition; and it is impoſſible for it to 
hold out long againſt one or other of the 
Evils I have mentioned, if it has nothing 
but its own Arm, its own Power and Skill 
: to 
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to truſt to. The Intervention of a much 
higher Cauſe is neceſſary to this End. One, 
who can ſupply all the Defects of human 
Policy, who can controul the Powers of 
Nature, and the inmoſt Determinations of 
free Agents, wwho doth according to his Will 
in the Army of Heaven, wa among the In- 
habitants of the Earth. Who* flilleth the ra- 
ging of the Sea, and the Noiſe of bis Waves, 
and the Madneſs of the People. Who faith 
unto every Evil in Life, h:therto ſhalt thou 
come, and no farther. So evident is it that 
| no Nation whatever can be proſperous or 
happy without the eſpecial Favour and Pro- 
tedion of God's good Providence. 
And that any People muſt be ſo in the 
higheſt degree that enjoy this bleſſed Pri- 
vilege is moſt yndeniably certain. For they 
have nothing to fear, and every thing to 
hope for. They have always a Friend at 
hand, who will not only preſerve them . 
trom all evil, but will alſo give them every 
thing that 'is good for them, who is both 
able and willing to do exceeding abundantly 
For them above all they can aſt or think. No 
Wickedneſs, though ever ſo ſecretly car- 2 
tried on can eſcape his notice, whoſe Eyes | 3 
| are 
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are ten thouſand times brighter than the Sun, 
which can pierce through the thickeſt co- 
vering, and "expoſe the lurking Traytor to 
the open Daylight. No Difficulty or Diſ- 
treſs can be an -Over-match for his infinite 
Power and Wiſdom, ner any good thing 
too much for his Mercy to grant them. He 
will not always indeed be working Miracles 
in their behalf, He may ſometimes ſuffer 
things to go on in the ſtated courſe. He 
may permit many evils of different ſorts to 


afflict them for a Time; but they may al 


ways aſſure themſelves that he only intend- 


eth their real benefit, and that he will 
make all things work together for their 
good. But what need J inſiſt any longer 
on ſo plain a Point? What need I tell. you 
how ſecure and flouriſhing that Nation muſt 
be who have he Rock of Ages for their Sup- 
port? that it mattereth not, who, or how 
many, they are that riſe up againſt us, wwhil/t 
the Lord of Hoſts is with us, and the God of 
Jacob is our refuge. 

But Secondly, the general. Obſervation 
I have been here infiſting-on has been par- 


TP; verified both in the Caſe of the 


People 
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People of Hrael, and in that of the People 


of theſe Nations. 

And, with regard to the former, this ap- 
pears from the ſlighteſt Review of their 
Hiſtory, From their firſt departure from 
Egypt to their compleat Eſtabliſhment in 
the Land of Canaan, they were ſupported 
by a continued Series of Miracles. For forty 
Years together (for ſo long were they on 
their Journey through the Deſart) they 


were conducted, cloathed, and fed by the 


immediate, and viſible Hand of the Al- 
mighty. The Winds and the Waters, Hea- 
ven and Earth conſpired to preſerve and 
comfort them. The ſea divided itſelf to make 
. them a Paſſage: In the day-time they were led on 
their way by a cloudy pillar, and all the night 
through with a Light of Fire. Without any 
labour of their own Bread and Fleſh were 
prepared for them, able to content every Man's 
Delight, and agreeing to every Taſte. No 
ſooner did they want to quench their Thirſt, 
but the hard Rock became a ſtanding Water, 
and the Flint-flone 'a ſpringing Well. No op- 
poſition, though ever ſo formidable, could 
ſtand before them. One Man of them was 
able to chaſe a 1 82 and two to put 
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ten thouſand to flight. Neither was this all: 


God himſelf vouchſafed to be their King 
and Law-giver, delivering to them under 
his own hand writing ſuch a Body of 
Laws as were the beſt calculated to ſe- 
cure their Virtue and Happineſs, and to 
promote the great Ends for which they 


were made the choſen and peculiar People 


of God, namely, to preſerve in the World 
the Knowledge and Worſhip of the one 
God, and to keep up in all Ages the Belief 
and ExpeQation of the Meſſiah . They 
were moreover. honoured with the more 


immediate Preſence of their Maker, con- 


ſtantly reſiding amongſt them, and diſplay- 
ed by a glorious and ſenſible Appearance. 
In all their Doubts and Difficulties they 
could have Recourſe to the moſt high God, 
and receive his Directions. Happy wert 
thou, O . Who is like unta thee? . 
. la What 


W Divine of the laſt Age (whoſe Wit was too 
apt to get the Start of his Judgment) has affigned a 
very ludicrous. Reaſon for God's chuſing the fes for 
his People, viz, that he did ſo for the ſame Reaſon that 


Socre tes choſe his Wife, to exerciſe his Patience; not 


conſidering that the Almighty muſt always act upon 
no other Principles but thoſe of the moſt eonſum- 
mate Wiſdom, Vid. Dr, $2uth's Sermons. 


W 
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What Nation or People ever had like thee, 


Omnipotence for its Protector, infinite Wiſ- 


dom for its Counſellor, and infinite Good- 
neſs for its Father and Friend. 

But though we the People of this Lond 
cannot boaſt of the ſame miraculous Inter- 
poſition, and of the ſame extraordinary Pro- 


vidence which they were bleſſed with, yet 


certainly, next unto them, never was there 
any Nation that has been more ſignally /a- 
ved by the Lord, than we have been. Look 
but into any of our Hiſtories and you will 
de convinced of this Truth, For there you 
will ſee the moſt formidable Preparations 
againſt us utterly defeated and deſtroyed; 
not by any meaſures which we took to op- 
poſe them, but it was God himſelf who 
made our Enemies become as the Duft be- 
fore the Mind; it was the Angel of the Lord 
that ſcattered them. They will ſhew you 
how the darkeſt and moſt direful Conſpi- 
racies have been diſcovered when they were 
on the very point of Execution, and this in 
ſo extraordinary a Manner, that all who ſaw 
or heard of it could not help ſaying, This 
bath God done. One while you will ſee him 
reſtoring to us our ancient Conſtitution, af- 
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ter a las. and hopeleſs State of Anarchy 
and Confuſion, by the moſt gentle and ex- 

peditious Methods; at another time pre- 
ſerving our Religion and. our Laws when 
they ſeemed to be. on the brink of Deſtruc- 
tion. You can hardly forget the laſt At- 
tempt of the Enemies of our happy Con- 
ſtitution, which, though it happened at a 
Time when we were the worſt provided 
againſt it, and did at firſt wear a very 
- threatening Aſpect, yet in the end it has 
ſerved only to ſtrengthen that Government 
which it was intended to deſtroy. For it 
has ſhewn very plainly that all the Wealth 
and Power of the Nation is on the Side of 
the Eſtabliſhment, and that, however we 
may divide on ſmaller. Matters, we ſhall 
| readily unite whenever the main Founda- 
tions of our -Peace and Happineſs are at- 
tacked. | s 
But I ſhall infiſt no longer ks 
Mercies which God has vouchſafed to us 
and our Forefathers, becauſe I haſten to 
thoſe which haye ſo lately been the Subject 
of our public Thankſgiving. 
And never ſurely did a more glorious 
x Year paſs over "the Head of any Engliſb 
151 | | Monarch. 
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Monarch. A Year that will be for ever 


memorable in our Annals for the uninter- 


rupted Train of Victories with which Hea- 
ven has bleſſed us both by Sea and Land, in 
every Quarter of the World. Victories 
which may moſt properly be called Britiſh, 
as they were obtained almoſt by Britons 
only, and as they fo immediately tend to the 
Security, Glory and Proſperity of theſe 
Kingdoms. Even within theſe few Days, 


Whilſt the Praiſes of God were in our Mouth, 


he has been pleaſed to bleſs us with a de- 
' Cifive Victory over the Fleet of our Ene- 
mies, the almoſt only one remaining that 
deſerves that Name; by the Defeat" and 


Diſperſion of which we have given (for- 


give me if for once I borrow an Expreſſion 
from our Enemies, an Affectation which 
prevails too much in the preſent Age, and 
which is generally owing either to a ſcan- 
dalous Ignprance, or an inſolent Contempt 
of the Strength and-Copiouſneſs of our own 
Language) the Coup de Grace to all their 


Pride and Inſolence, and by which all their 


long-boaſted Projects of invading us have 
vaniſhed into Smoke. How juſtly then 
may we apply the Words of the Text to our 
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on native Country, Happy art thou, 0 Bri- 


tain! O People ſaved by the Lord, the Shield 
of thy Help, and the Sword of thy Excellency, 


whoſe Enemies have been found Liars unto 


' thee, and thou haſt trod upon their bigh 


Places, For let us not be fo ungrateſul as 


to diſown our Benefactor. Let us confeſs 
that it was the Lord who was tbe Shield of. 


our Help. That it was he who inſpired our 
King and his Miniſters with Wiſdom, our 
Fleets and Armies with Courage and Con- 
duct. That it was he that has bleſt all our 
Deſigns with Succeſs, ſo that not one of 
them hath failed, has made the Times and 
the Seaſons to favour us, and has cauſed 
even the Winds to. fight for us. That it 
was he who has crowned the Year with his 
Goodneſs, and made the Clouds drop Fatneſs 
upon us. Thou O Lord art the Sword of our 
Excellency. All our Succeſſes, all the glo- 
rious Victories we have obtained were the 
Work of thy Arm, and of thy right Hand, O 
God, becauſe thou hadli 4 Favour unto us : 
And therefore not unto us, but unto thy Name 
ze the Glory and Praiſe for thy leving Mercy, 
and for thy Truth's Sake. To thee, © gra- 
cious God, it is owing that our Enemies have 

| l been 
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been found Liars unto us, and that we | 
bave trod upon their high Places, For they 
have threatened to deprive us of all our 
foreign Acquilitions ; nay, even to envade 
our native Country with ſuch a mighty 
Power as we ſhould not be able to reſiſt: 
And yet behold theſe invincible Heroes. - 
have more than once been defeated in a fair 
Field by an inferior Number of Engliſhmen. 
Their Ships lay ſculking in their own 
Ports, tamely ſuffering themſelves Month 
after Month to be blocked up by our 
Fleets, and not daring to come out till! 
the Winds had drove us from them. And | 
happy it had been for them if the Winds 
had full permitted us to keep our Station. 

For then this mighty Armada had con- 
timed fate and ſound Where it was, and BY 
ſo have ayoided that Ignominy and De- 
ſtruction which has now overtaken it. 
Inſtead of making Conqueſts upon us we 
have taken from them their moſt valuable 
Poſſeſſions, the Source and Support of their 
Trade and Wealth. So that what the 
Prophet Jeremiab ( li. 30, 3 ü.) foretells 
 Thould befal Babylon and its King is, with 
Home Addition, ſtrictly applicable to qur 


Enemies 
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46 
Enemiks and their King: Their mighty Men 
have forborn to fight. They have remained in 
their Holds. Their Might hath failed. They 
became as Women. One Poſt ſhall run to 
meet another, and one Meſſenger to meet an- 
uber, to be IT HE GRANDE 
MON AR QU E that his City, the 
BAB V LON of, his American Empire 
is taken, that bis Armies are defeated, his 
Fleets deſtroyed, or diſperſed, that the 


choiceſt of is Colonies are in the Hands 


of his Enemies, his Commerce ruined, his 
People beggared, and Himſelf a Bankrupt. 
But We have not only trod upon the high 
Places of our Enemies, we have alſo trod 
upon their exceſſive Pride and Vanity. We 
have humbled one of the moſt vain and 
haughty Nations in the Univerſe by the 


cContemptible Figure we have, through 


God's Aſſiſtance; reduced them to. 
But let us not ſo +dwell upon theſe il- 


; Anfaibas Mercies, as to forget the other 
' Snbje& of our Thankſgiving to Almighty 


Hod, his great Goodneſs to us in giving 
u ſo uncommonly plentiful a Harveſt. A 
Mercy which muſt be very ſenſibly felt 


| * the e that/is the far greater Part 


of 


* 


of the Nation; and the more ſo, after 


two ſuch pinching Years ' of ner: wid 


Scarcity. 
Leet us likewiſe bleſs and praiſe bl Holy 


Name, for that invaluable Bleffing we ſtill 
enjoy (pray God we may long enjoy it) of 

living in a Country which is entirely free 
from all the direful Calamities of War. 
Can any of you read or hear of the Plun⸗ 
derings and Devaſtations, the Burnings and 
Maſſacres which at this Time are the un- 
happy Lot of à great Part of Europe, and 
not rejoyce in your own good Fortune, and 
heartily thank that kind Providence which 
has placed you in a Land, here you 
can only read and hear of ' theſe Things * 4 
Where every Man can quietlyenjoy all the 


Comforts of this Life, without being table 


to be ſtripped of his Alk at once, and to 
fee his neareſt and deareſt Friends murder- 
ed before his Eyes. Is not ſach a Country 
as this, with the happy Conſtitution” under 
which we live, worth our preſerving ? Is 
it not worth our contributing ſome Por- 
tion of our Subſtance to preſerve it? Who 
can” ſcruple, When properly called forth; 
even to bleed for it? Certainly thoſe Num- 
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bers of * Men, who have both now 
and formerly ventured their Lives in its 


Defence, thought in this Manner. Moſt 
certainly He did, F mean that excellent, 
that truly brave Man, Who ſo lately died 
for it. I ſhall only ſay of the Man who 
thinks otherwiſe, that he is not worthy of 
ſuch a Country, but deſerves to have lived 


2 and died a Slave and a Frenchman. 


Let us, in the laſt Place, return our 
grateful Acknowledgments to our great 


Benefactor for having bowed the Hearts of 


the People of - theſe Nations as tbe Heart 


of one Man. So animated, ſo univerſal 1s 


the Zeal which now Prevails for advancing 


te public Service in Oppoſition to the 


common Enemy. Nothing now can be 
heard (except what may be muttered in a 
few dark Holes and Corners) but the 


moſt affectionate Wiſhes for the Health 
and Proſperity. of our moſt gracious So- 


yereign, nothing but the loudeſt Applauſes 
of his Meaſures, of the Wiſdom, Vigi- 


| lance and Integrity of his Miniſters, of 


the military Skill and undaunted Courage 
of his Generals and Admirals, of his Sol- 
diers and Scamen. It is to this glorious 
Unanimity 


2 


— 
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Unanimity (as his Majeſty has been pleaſed 


publicly to declare) that, under God, we 

in a gr. at Meaſure owe our late Succeſſes. 
And now what ſball we return unto the 

Lord for all his Benefits * What ſhould we 


return unto Him, but the Sacrifice of our 


Hearts, and the Obedience of our Lives? 
What can we do leſs than /ove the Lord our 


God, our merciful and gracious God, with all 
our Hearts, with all our Souls; and with all 
our Strength. O that we would at laſt be- 
come a wiſe and a grateful People, duly 
ſenſible of the Mercies we have received, 
and firmly reſolved to fin no more, leſt a 
worſe Thing than ever yet befell us, come 


wnto us. So may we humbly hope that 


the Lord will till be our God, will ſtill con- 


tigne to go forth with our Armies, and to 


© fight our Battles for us; and, which is a- 


bove all Things to be wiſhed and prayed - 
for, that He will ſpeedily, very ſpeedily. 


give us the Bleſſing of a ſafe and an ho- 
norable Peace. And may there be no other 
Strife amongſt us, but who ſhall approve 
themſelves the moſt loyal Subjects to our 
King, the trueſt Friends to dur Country, 
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ac Bic PE. the beſt Chriffians! And 
may this bleſſed State of Things continue 


from one Generation to tes. To which 
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